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Grant Received -

Wishes Granted
Thank you to the

generous employees of

Collin County that

participated in a school

supply drive this

summer.  Plano PTA

Council applied for a

grant from Children

First! Collin County

Coalition for Children to

receive a portion of the

supplies and was able to

share those with the

staff at Memorial

FALL-ing Into Place
 

Welcome to Fall!  I love this time of year when the routines of school are set, the

weather cools off, and everything seems to fall into place.  PTA Council has

completed most of our back-to-school training of local PTA leaders and we're

thrilled to hear of all the great programs, events and activities planned by PTAs

across Plano ISD. 

 

The fall PTA membershp drive will soon come to a close.  Please reach out to all the

parents in your community and ask them to join PTA.  Their membership provides

financial support to your local PTA, along with Texas and National PTA, and most

importantly, helps parents become better connected with the school, teachers and

community.  That connection is really the key, because an involved parent is the

single most important factor in a student's success.  Please take the time to ask

someone to join that hasn't yet become a member.  You may find you have a new

volunteer, a new friend or that things just start to fall into place.  

Sincerely

Cara Mendelson

president@planopta.org

Last Chance - Texas PTA Leadership Orientation Training
If you haven't taken the Texas PTA Leadership Orientation Training class and you'd

like to do it before the October 15th deadline, the last class offered in Plano this

year will be on Thursday, October 8th in the evening.  Please check out

www.planopta.org for all the details and to RSVP.  This class is required of all PTA

officers, but chairman and active volunteers are encouraged to attend. 

Changes coming to PISD schools across the district!
 

Do you know there is a committee that has been formed to

make a recommendation about changes to the feeder school

path across the district?  All parts of the district will be

affected.  This year, PISD opened a new elementary school,

Barron, in east Plano.  Next year, the new Otto middle school

will open.  The following year, the new McMillen high school. 
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Elementary to help fill in

needs in their

classroom.  What a great

way for the community

to all work together to

get school started on the

right foot! 

Quick Links...

Plano PTA

Area 15 PTA

Texas PTA

National PTA

These schools will help relieve a lot of crowding on the east side of the PISD

boundaries, but will mean some realignment will happen.  No boundary changes are

being considered, meaning, your elementary attendance boundary won't change. 

But there are several proposals about how to change which elementaries feed to

which middle schools and which middle schools feed to which high schools.  There

will be public hearings about the proposed changes and you are encouraged to

come to one of the meetings and make your voice heard.  If you can't attend, you

are welcome to email the committee with your input.  If you decide to do that, it is

a good idea to copy the school board members on your email because although the

committee will make a recommendation, it is the trustees that actually decide what

to do.  To learn more about that changes, please go to this website:

http://www.pisd.edu/feeder.realignment.committee/FeederAlign.html

 

All meetings start at 7 p.m.  Meeting dates and locations are:
October 5 - Plano East Senior High School
October 7 - Plano Senior High School
October 8 - Plano West High School
 

"I Love Plano ISD" Community Honor Roll Campaign

The Plano ISD Education Foundation is proud to
continue our annual community honor roll
program.  Show your support with a $100 or more
donation and receive an "I Love Plano ISD" yard sign
to proudly display your support for Plano
ISD. Participate today!
The funds provided to the district by the
Foundation remain in Plano ISD and are NOT subject
to recapture.  The Foundation funds priority
programs identified by the District. View a
complete list of programs.
Building strong schools builds strong communities.

Every gift matters. The greatest investment any of us can make is in
the future of our children. We appreciate your support of this
important cause.
 

Plano International Festival
Tour the World in Downtown Plano at the

PLANO INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL!
Saturday, OCT. 10, 11 am - 5 pm, Haggard Park, 15th &

Ave. H

A multicultural celebration with music, food,

displays and crafts

                                          FREE Admission and parking!

 

                                                       Everyone is invited to come enjoy

Multicultural music and dance performances.
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International cuisine.

Displays and artifacts from around the globe.

Ethnic crafts, activities and Festival passports for Children Naturalization

ceremony.

Parade  of nations. International fashion show. Multicultural art exhibit

And so much more!!

fun-filled family event.

Admission and parking are free.

www.PlanoInternationalFestival.orghttp://www.planointernationalfestival.org 

 

City of Plano Environmental Awards from across the District
 

 

Bowman Middle School , Forman, Hunt, Mendenhall, Mitchell and Wells Elementary

Schools were all honored for their recycling commitment. 

 

Jasper High School was honored for their single stream recycling achievement ,

Vines high school for their organic recycling achievement and Shepton High School

for having the highest overall recycling rate achievement

 

Boggess Elem   Outstanding Elementary Environmental Awareness Group

Hedgcoxe Elem Elementary Environmental Awareness Group-- Honorable Mention

Bowman MS      Outstanding Secondary Environmental Awareness Group

Carpenter MS    Secondary Env. Awareness Group-Honorable Mention

Plano SHS        Secondary Env. Awareness Group-Honorable Mention

 

Boggess Elem   Outstanding Campus Beautification Award

 

Vines HS          Educational Institutions-Honorable Mention

Daffron Elem      Educational Institutions-Honorable Mention

Textbook Adoption Time
All the textbooks used in Texas are reviewed on a
scheduled basis set by the State Board of Education.  This
year, English/Lanugage Arts books are open for public input
and comment.  If you are interested in providing input on
the books - things that should be included but aren't,
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things that are included but shouldn't be or lesons that
should be presented in a different way, your feedback is
welcome.  To review the books, please contact
Melanie.Kelley@pisd.edu. 

 

Family Symphony Sundays!

The Plano Symphony Orchestra is proud to announce the 2009
- 2010 Family Symphony Sunday Series. This is a fun, interactive series
of five concerts that are guaranteed to be a blast for both children and
adults!
 

The season opener is the "Spooky Symphony" on October 25, 2009 and
features melodies, from Halloween and children's movies, performed
by the entire Plano Symphony! All those in attendance are encouraged
to wear their favorite Halloween costume. 
 
Come early before each concert and enjoy the Plano Symphony
Orchestra Instrument Petting Zoo, an interactive musical learning
experience, and more. Come and have a great time learning and being
exposed to great music!
 
Spooky Symphony
October 25, 2009 - 3:00pm
Charles W. Eisemann Center - 3:00pm
Tickets start at $8.00
 
 

Attention all Appreciation and Hospitality Chairs
By Leanne Svec, Hospitality (hospitality@planopta.org)

 

 Tis the Season, Happy Holidays, Frosty the Snowman!  Yes, I am

planning our Administration Holiday Luncheon.  The Snowman

(this year's theme) festivities will take place on Friday,

December 11th from 11am to 1pm. 

 

So put on your black top hat and grab your scarf and pipe I will

need volunteers to help with set-up and decorations on Thursday

December 10th and help with serving and clean up on the 11th. 

Frosty didn't get that round tummy without alittle help!  I am asking each school to

help with salad, sides and dessert.  That's right 3 dishes from each school.  This is
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the celebration of the year and I can't pull off a feast for 300 without you!

 

So save the date, mark your calendar, iphone, blackberry or any other device you

might have and plan to be apart of this Snowman extravaganza.

 

Be on the lookout for more information to follow!  Also, if you have any snowmen I

can borrow to decorate please use the above to let me know.

 

Thank you in advance!

 

SAGE
Red Ribbon Week (aka:  Drug Awareness
Week) is Oct 26-30.
White Ribbon Week (aka:  National
Inclusive Schools Week)
is Dec. 7-11.
If you need ideas for you local
campuses, please contact Kelly
Waterman at
programs@planopta.org.
 

Membership News
Thank you to all the local Membership chairman who have worked so

hard this year to encourage our parents to join PTA! You have had

wonderful ideas and made great strides to reach out to all PISD parents.

The fall membership campaign ends October 15 and we'll be waiting for

our membership report from Texas PTA.   Please be sure to submit your

updated roster by the 15th of October to get every last drop of members

included.  AND submit the AWARD FORM if you have 50 or more Men on your roster

for the MARS AWARD.  Good Luck!

   

Regards,

Lisa Williams

Plano Council of PTAs Membership Chair 
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New Advocacy Project
New Advocacy Project: Supporting Local Control of the

School Start Date

 

At our September 22nd meeting, the Plano ISD Council of PTAs

adopted an advocacy project to support local control of the

school calendar.

 

The current statute that mandates a uniform school start date

should be repealed, or at a minimum, the waiver process

should be reinstituted. A uniform start date is not required by

federal guidelines and No Child Left Behind.

 

The vast majority of all U.S. public school systems determine their school calendars

locally.
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Student academic and instructional concerns and local community needs should

drive all education policy decisions. This issue is being driven by the tourism and

hospitality industries across the nation. It places tourism and summer camp dollars

ahead of academic issues.

 

The leaders and faculty of our local school systems have embraced and are

responsible for the high-stakes accountability systems created by the state and

federal governments. Members of the local boards of education, as the duly chosen

representatives of the residents of local communities, are uniquely qualified to

know the needs of their local communities. There should also be established

processes for involving parents, school staff and residents of our communities in the

development of the school calendar that works best toward addressing their

communities' concerns and enables their students to achieve the highest academic

success possible.

 

Be on the lookout for upcoming information and updates regarding this advocacy

project. The next session of the TexasLegislature will begin in January 2011.

 

If you would like to be part of a committee for the advancement of this project,

please contact Gretchen Abner at legislative@planopta.org.

   

Nov. 3, 2009 Constitutional Amendment Election

Last Day to Register to Vote in the November 3rd Constitutional Election is Oct. 5,

2009

Early Voting: October 19th - 30th

What is on the Ballot? http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/voter

/whatisontheballot.shtml
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