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PISD Administration

Lessons Learned
 
A great teacher can teach a lesson even when you aren't expecting to learn and they
aren't expecting to teach.  And that is what happened to me last month when I met
69 great teachers.  I was invited to be a judge for the Plano ISD Teacher of the
Year.  Last year I was one of the judges for the beginning Teacher of the Year and
I've been worked on the gala part of this event for many years by soliciting prizes
and helping with decorations.  This year, it was a grueling schedule of interviews
with each Teacher of the Year from every campus.  We started at 7 a.m. each
morning for 5 days and ended just in time for me to pick up my kindergartener from
school, plus an extra day where our session went until 5 pm.  This "perk" took quite
a toll on the morning routine in my house and a big chunk of my time, but it was a
great experience and so good for my soul.  I was inspired by each one of the
teachers, and secretly wished my kids could have each of them at some point in
their education.  What I learned more than anything is this:
 
♥Teachers yearn to have their former students come back and tell them about their
lives, even if the teacher doesn't especially remember the student.  My takeaway: 
I've never done that, something I regret, now that I know how much it means to
them.  I've added it to my summer to-do list. 
 
♥Most of the teachers chose the profession because they were inspired by a great
teacher.  They wanted to have a career that truly made a difference in the world
and in people's lives.  My takeaway: You never know how your actions inspire others
and the lasting goodness that can come from your hard work and passion.
 
♥Teachers feel they are accountable to themselves, the students and their
co-workers for their job performance.  My takeaway:  The staff's professionalism,
strong moral conscience, teamwork developed in each grade and desire to help our
children succeed is very strong in Plano.
 
♥These teachers didn't care about grades, homework or keeping kids quiet in class. 
They were focused on student mastery of the subject, vibrant discussions and
thoughtful lessons.  My takeaway: How can we support these active leaning
environments and make leaning relevant and interesting for our students?
 
♥Teachers say parent involvement is the key to success.  When the parent takes an

News from Plano ISD Council of PTAs https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?age...

1 of 11 8/23/2010 2:10 AM



Building

Quick Links...
Plano PTA
Area 15
Texas PTA
National PTA

active role in the child's education, it always turns out better.  My takeaway: We
know this and preach this about PTA, but what can we do to engage every parent?
 
To every Teacher of the Year in Plano, THANK YOU.  Your hard work and passion
shines through with your students, peers and in your interviews.  Thank you for
dedicating your career to children and choosing to work for Plano ISD.  I've learned
something from each of you and it has been an honor to be part of the event.
 
Sincerely,
Cara Mendelsohn
president@planopta.org 

SAGE Summer Camp Vendor Fair

Trying to find that perfect summer camp or program for your
child to attend this summer? Feeling lost because you know
camps are out there but don't know how to find them? Attend
this camp fair!

 SAGE's second annual Summer Camp Vendor Fair is on
Saturday, March 27, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Haggard Middle
School. Last year's fair was such a huge success that the Plano
ISD Council of PTAs has decided to make this an annual
signature event!
 
Over 75 summer camps catering to gifted, special needs and
general interest will be there. Camp representatives will
answer your questions and provide brochures, applications and
other camp details.
 
Feel free to spread the word to friends and neighbors. Students do not need to be in a gifted or
special education program to benefit from the fair. This fair is open to everyone who has a child
looking for great summer programs. Also note, there will be many camps and programs catering to
the high school level.
 
Haggard Middle School is at 2832 Parkhaven Drive, next to Plano Senior High School. Look for the
signs. This is a come and go event and children are welcome!
 
 
The Plano Council of PTAs established the Special and Gifted Education (SAGE) committee to
provide an opportunity for families and teachers of students who learn differently to share
resources and friendship.  If you or someone you know has a child who participates in Special
Education, the PACE Gifted and Talented Program, or who simply is an exceptional diverse learner,
this committee is your chance to come together with others.
 
 
For more information contact Teri Kachur, Committee Chairman, at sage@planopta.org or
214-460-2295.

 

 

Officer and Chairman Training
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Upcoming PTA Training
 
Mark your calendars for the annual Council of PTAs Officer and Chairmen Training on Tuesday, May
11, 2010 from 9 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. at the Plano ISD Sockwell Center.
 
A flyer with more information will be sent to local unit Presidents. This event includes our final
Regular Council Meeting, the presentation of the Outstanding PTA awards, a group training for all
Board members and breakout sessions for President, Treasurer, Secretary, Membership, Volunteers,
Programs, Hospitality and Ways and Means. This year we are adding an evening training session for
the above mentioned positions. It will take place the evening of May 11th at Sockwell. It will not
include the Annual Meeting or awards presentations, so be sure to send your representatives to the
morning event.

Plano ISD Council of PTAs Hosts Its 15th Annual Program & Vendor Fair
 
The Plano ISD Council of PTAs host its annual Program & Vendor Fair on Saturday, April 10th, 2010,
from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm, at the Jasper High School Gymnasium, 6800 Archgate Drive, in Plano, Tex.
All school administrators, staff members, student organization sponsors, booster club officers, music
and athletic directors, and PTA/PTSA leaders are encouraged to attend.
 
This event provides an opportunity for school and community leaders to explore new fundraising
options, programs, and services available to youth groups. Vendors of interest include fundraising
and school supply companies, student programs and assemblies, entertainment venues, academic
enhancement providers, spirit wear and embroidery companies, photographers, caterers, college
prep academies, health & fitness providers, child care providers and more. Representatives will be
on hand to demonstrate products, provide samples, and answer your questions. 
 
The event is free and open to the public. For further information, please contact Cindy Watts at
214-288-9353 or visit the Plano ISD Council of PTAs website, www.planopta.org.
 

Our vendors say this is the
best vendor fair in Texas!

Candidate Forum for Plano ISD Trustees
 

Join the Plano ISD Council of PTAs & PISD Key Communicators to learn more about the candidates
running for school board.
 
April 15, 7 pm
 
PISD Administration Building

Scrapbooks
A quick reminder that scrapbooks are due May 10th.  Please drop off your
scrapbook between 9:30 and 10:30 at the Sockwell Center.  You can pickup your
book on May 11th during Officer and Chairman training.  The informatation is on
the Council website or you can contact me at historian@planopta.org for
information about completing your scrapbook.
 
Thanks,
Debbie
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Lots of Elections!!!
As you drive around town, you can't help but notice so many signs
for candidates and there are more elections coming.  Please learn
about the candidates and VOTE!  Many of these races will be decided
by very few voters because people don't take the time to get to
know the candidates or cast their ballot.  All you need to bring is
your license and it takes a few
 
þ Right now in Plano, early voting is open for a run-off of a City Council
seat.  The actual election day for that race is March 27th.  The candidates running are Cathy Fang and
Andre Davidson.
 
þ There are several Republican Primary run-off races. If you didn't vote in the primary or voted as a
Republican, you are eligible to vote in the run-off.  Depending on where you live, there are several
judicial races, a county commissioner race and a district clerk race. In parts of Plano, there is also
a Texas House of Representatives run-off between Van Taylor and Mabrie Jackson.   Early voting for
these races is April 5-9 and election day is April 13th. 
 
þ Right around the corner is the election for PISD School Board.  There are 8 candidates that have filed
for 3 seats.  Come learn about the candidates at the Plano PTA Council and PISD Key Communicator
Candidate Forum on April 15 at 7 p.m. at the PISD Administration Building.  Early voting for school board
is April 26 -May 4 and election day is May 8th.

Plano ISD Council of PTAs Hosts Its 15th Annual Program & Vendor Fair
The Plano ISD Council of PTAs host its annual Program & Vendor Fair on
Saturday, April 10th, 2010, from 9:00 am ‐ 1:00 pm, at the Jasper High School
Gymnasium, 6800 Archgate Drive, in Plano, Tex. All school administrators, staff
members, student organiza1on sponsors, booster club officers, music and
athle1c directors, and PTA/PTSA leaders are encouraged to a4end.
 
This event provides an opportunity for school and community leaders to

explore new fundraising options, programs, and services available to youth groups. Vendors of
interest include fundraising and school supply companies, student programs and assemblies,
entertainment venues, academic enhancement providers, spirit wear and embroidery companies,
photographers, caterers, college prep academies, health & fitness providers, child care providers
and more. Representatives will be on hand to demonstrate products, provide samples, and answer
your questions. 
 
The event is free and open to the public. For further information, please contact Cindy Watts at
214-288-9353 or visit the Plano ISD Council of PTAs website, www.planopta.org.
 

Texas PTA Life Membership Celebration
  

Among the infiltration of PTA troops that evening, the Plano ISD Council of
PTAs honored Cara Mendelsohn, Plano PTA Council's President; Graciela

Katzer, Plano PTA Council's Diversity Chair; and Karla Oliver, PISD's Executive
Director for Gov't and Community with a Texas PTA Life Membership Award
for their outstanding volunteer work with the community, the PTA and their

work for the youth of our city.  Angela Miner, our Plano PTA Council Treasurer
was awarded the Texas PTA Extended Service Award for her over 10 years of

service to the PTA and community.  The local PTA units honored 10 more
ladies with the Texas PTA Extended Service Award as well and beyond that we honored 230
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plus PTA volunteers, staff members, teachers and community partners with Texas PTA Life
Memberships.  By the end of the evening we survived the invasion of leadership, initiative and

PTA fire power! 

I'd like to thank our sponsors Class Act School Packs, AXA Financial Advisors and Dale Woodard,
DDS with Prestonwood Park Dental Care.  We also had sponsors-in-kind, Market Street United
and Chick-fil-A, donate munchies for the evening.  It is my hope that everyone enjoyed the

salute to the volunteer army that exists throughout our PTAs and realized the unity of effort
has accomplished so much for the Plano ISD, the Plano Community and most importantly for our

students! 

General Douglas MacArthur once said, "A true leader has the confidence to stand alone, the
courage to make tough decisions, and the compassion to listen to the needs of others.  He does
not set out to be a leader, but becomes one by the equality of his actions and the integrity of

his intent."

By Lisa Williams,
Plano ISD Council of PTAs Membership Chair

 

Scholarship Opportunities 
 
Ready to go to College? 
 
Check out lots of scholarship opportunities available at planopta.org

Reflections Program - Awards Ceremony Coming in April
By: Jan Barber
 
From the results of the Council judging for the Reflections Programs that occurred in
early December, our top fifty-seven entries were sent to Austin for judging at the
State level.  The complete listing of Council award recipients, by school and award
category can be found on the PTA Council website - www.planopta.org.  State
judging occurred in February and the results are posted on www.txpta.org.  Plano
had an incredible rate of success with about two thirds of our entries receiving state
recognition and many are currently on display in government buildings and universities throughout
Texas.
 
The Awards Ceremony for all Council award recipients and their families will be held on the evening
of Wednesday, April 14th at Sockwell Center from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., where we will present the
students with their Council Award ribbons.  A gallery of the Award of Excellence photography and
visual art entries will also be available for viewing before and after the awards ceremony.
 
Many thanks to all of the local Arts in Education Chairmen, Reflections Chairmen, and parents for
all of your support for this program.   Congratulations to all of our very talented students who
participated in this year's "Beauty is..." program!
 

 

Plano ISD ‐ Reflec�ons Artwork Entries Selected for Exhibit
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Name Title School Exhibit Loca�on

Claire Eaton Beauty is with your
family

Mathews
Elem.

Texas Ed Agency
Bldg

Zoe Edwards The Recycling of the
Seasons

Rose Mary
Haggar

Texas Ed Agency
Bldg

Audrey Gutsell Beauty is Diverse
Friendships

Mathews
Elem.

Texas Legis Bdgt
Board Bldg

Eric Lai Beauty is in the hands
of a mother 

Bethany
Elem.

Texas Ed Agency
Bldg

Alex Leung Beauty is Love Carlisle Elem.Texas Legis Bdgt
Board Bldg

Andrew Li Beauty is in a Child's
Dream Jasper HS Texas Ed Agency

Bldg
Jordon
Manworren Eye Tale Saigling

Elem.
Texas Ed Agency
Bldg

Angela  Wei Beauty is a Ki4y Be4ye Haun
Elem.

Texas Ed Agency
Bldg

Jacqueline Wei Elephant Family Mathews
Elem.

Texas Ed Agency
Bldg

Jany Xu Unfailing Love Plano West
Sr. HS

Texas Legis Bdgt
Board Bldg

SENG - Model Parent Support Group 
 Back by popular demand!!  SAGE is hosting another S.E.N.G. (Supporting
the Emotional Needs of Gifted) seminar.  Below are the details:

 SENG-Model Parent Support Group
For parents of bright, gifted or talented children

What: A 6-week series for parents of gifted children to discuss the
social and emotional needs of their children, and the parenting issues

related to those needs.

When:  Tuesday evenings from 7 - 8:30 pm
             April 6 to May 11, 2010

Where:PISD Administration Building 2700 W 15th St, Room 311

Cost:  $25 (Includes the textbook A Parent's Guide to Gifted Children)

Registration Deadline:  March 31, 2010     (Register early - class
size is limited to 15, and this is open to    all of PISD)

Sign up now to participate in a 6-week series of guided discussions
among other parents of gifted children to share support and parenting
recipes about these session topics as covered in the textbook A
Parent's Guide to Gifted Children by Webb, Gore, Amend & DeVries:

1.      Characteristics
2.      Communication and Relationships
3.      Motivation and Underachievement
4.      Discipline and Self-Management
5.      Intensity, Perfectionism, and Stress
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6.      Idealism, Unhappiness, and Depression
7.      Acquaintances, Friends, and Peers
8.      Relationships: Siblings and Only Children
9.      Values, Traditions,  and Uniqueness
10.    Successful Parenting

Attendance to all 6 sessions is strongly recommended.

For a Registration Form, email Sandra Colston at scolston1@msn.com or
call 972.608.0282.

Visit www.SENGifted.org for more information about SENG.

Plano ISD Outstanding Local Unit Award

 
Submissions are Due
 
Applications for the Outstanding Local Unit Award
presented at the annual Council May Regular Meeting are due by Tuesday, March
23rd. The applications may be delivered to the March Council Regular Meeting or to the home of
the Aide to the President. If you have questions or need more information, please contact Dana
Bilbray at
aide@planopta.org.
 
This award is a wonderful confirmation of a job well done by your PTA. The award application form
is available on the Council of PTAs website.

Thrill of the Grill 2010
Community Invited to Register for May 1 'Thrill of the Grill 5K'

The Plano ISD Education Foundation invites the community to
its 2nd Annual Central Market Thrill of the Grill to be held on
Saturday, May 1.
Community members and Plano ISD students, parents and staff
are invited to join the Foundation for a great day of food,
beverages, music, art
and more, all kicked off with a 5K fun run designed for all
levels of walkers joggers, runners and hot doggers. Event
proceeds will benefit
Plano ISD students and staff through the Foundation's
programs.
 
This year's honorary chair is Dr. Doug Otto and the event will
feature
student volunteer groups and performances.

For more information visit www.thrillofthegrill5K.com 
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The Plano ISD Education Foundation is seeking volunteer groups to
participate in this year's Thrill of the Grill 5K benefitting the Plano
ISD Education Foundation on May 1, 2010. We would love to have
volunteers to assist with the event and cheer along our supporters. The
volunteers would need to meet at Central Market Plano at 7:30 a.m. and
would be complete by 9:30 a.m. We also need volunteers on weekends
leading up to the event to distribute flyers at area races. Please
contact Monica Shortino at monica.shortino@pisd.edu if you or your group
is available.

LOT Training
On May 26th (morning session) and 27th (evening session), the Council will provide Leader
Orientation Training (LOT).
 
This training is required for elected officers before October 15th of the new school
year. An information flyer will be sent to local unit Presidents. The sessions
require an RSVP and a fee of $6 per person for training materials. For more
information, contact Dana Bilbray at aide@planopta.org.

Culteral Diversity News

Please mark your calendar and plan to attend the Council of PTAs Diversity
Training/workshop - MAY 11 at the Sockwell Center. I have great information and
programs to share with you all!

 

Please work close to your PTA president and/or VP of programs to make sure you include
Multicultural activities in the budget and POW (Plan of Work).

 

Cultural diversity should be all year around activities! Here some ideas/suggestions:

Back to school: Cultural diversity programs could have a table with international crafts and a
signing sheet to identified volunteers!
Community Circles: a fantastic program to reach out to newcomers, diverse community and
a great tool to increase PTA membership!
Plan to have your campus involved in the Plano International Festival (Oct. 2nd),
participating at the children's workshop, fashion show, parade of Nations, green
ambassadors, community volunteer opportunity, etc. 
Book Fair: you may invite an International Storyteller 
Opera in a box is a fantastic program for school Assembly. It could be done in collaboration
with Arts in Education
Multicultural family night: plan to have a PTA booth!!!!
Olympic day

Upcoming Events:

CITIZENSHIP WORKSHOP organized by MCOR (Multicultural Outreach Roundtable, City of Plano  APR
17, 2010 - 2pm to 4pm Sockwell Center, 6301 Chapel Hill Blvd, Plano, Texas 75093, is being provided
by Plano's Multi-Cultural Outreach Roundtable (MCOR), as a service to immigrants who are not yet
citizens. 

If you need below information in Spanish please let me know.
 
Short presentations from the US Citizenship and Immigration Services (CIS), FBI, English as 2nd
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Language Center, and Citizenship Class Centers will cover various aspects of becoming a USA
Citizen.  Citizenship Attorneys will provide brief consultations in various languages.  CIS will
provide assistance to complete Citizenship applications for those wishing to bring their
documentation for completion on-site. The US Postal Service will be available on-site to mail
completed applications and issue money orders for application fees.
 
Hospitality will include light refreshments; however, no childcare facilities will be provided.
 
Get Assistance from:

Citizenship and Immigration Services (CIS) with filing the citizenship applications
US Postal Service to sell money orders & mail your application.
Immigration Attorneys consultations in multiple languages.

Light refreshments available; however, no childcare facilities will be provided.

Learn about:

Who can apply for Citizenship
How do you apply
When can you apply
Benefits of Citizenship

Hear from:

CIS describing their policies.
Federal Bureau of Investigation about background checks.
English as a Second Language providers in the area.
Citizenship courses offered by nonprofit organizations.

Join Plano's MCOR to:

Inform the Plano City Council about the needs of all residents
Plan and carry out programs (like this) to benefit everyone
Encourage all cultures to participate in municipal government
Promote diversity in Plano

 
APR 3rd 4pm - 7pm Kite Flying Festival at Bob WoodRuff Park 2601 San Gabriel Dr Plano - free
admission
Bring a kite or make a kite! Learn about the science and history of kites - Free kite making
workshop for more info visit www.dallasvibha.org
 
MAY 1st 11am - 5pm ASIAFEST @ Haggard Park for more info visit
www.asianamericanheritage.org Graciela Katzer
Council of PTAs Cultural Diversity Chair
diversity@planopta.org 214 495 7838
 

SAGE Survey

Many parents with children with special needs know how hard it is to
find AFTER-SCHOOL CHILDCARE for our special kids.  Especially once
they get to Middle School and beyond.

 PISD wants to hear from all parents who have a child entering 6th - 8th
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grade next school year.

Take a short on-line survey and tell us:

 YES!  I want after-school childcare for my child.

NO!  I don't need it.

Click this link NOW to tell us what you think!

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/N8Y2KLQ

Pass it on to anyone else you know who wants to have their say on this subject!

The DEADLINE is coming!  March 31

Thank you for your help with this!

 

It is Census Time!

Did you get your census form in the mail?  Forms have been sent out and now it is time
to fill them out and mail them back.  Everyone in the U.S. should be counted, not only
citizens, and it is required by law for you to participate.  Children are often the most
under-counted group and we need to make sure they are counted,  Billions of dollars
in funding and the number of representatives we have in Austin and Washington are at
stake.  Help your city, county, state and school district receive the funds and
representation they deserve!  Fill out your census and mail it back.  If you did not receive a
form, you may pick one up at any Plano library.
 

Family Night at Six Flags
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